
FALLS FROM SCAFFOLDS   
RISKS AND PREVENTION 

The Problem for Construction Workers  
Falls are the leading cause of injuries and fatalities in the 
construction industry, accounting for one-third of all         
on-the-job deaths.1 Falls from scaffolds are the third       
leading cause of construction falls.2  

Scaffolds or staging are devices used to provide an          
elevated working surface. Between 2011 and 2016, falls 
from scaffolds resulted in 298 construction worker deaths 
and 7,450 injuries.3  Falls from scaffolds occur when the 
scaffold collapses due to instability and/or overloading, a 
worker is struck by falling tools, work materials, or debris, a 
worker is electrocuted due to the proximity of the scaffold 
to overhead power lines, and/or there is a lack of fall           
protection.4   

Injuries and Fatalities are Preventable 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
has a number of standards related to scaffold use. The    
requirements for specific types of scaffolds can be found at 
A Guide to Scaffold Use in the Construction Industry. For all 
scaffolds, however, employers are required to5: 

 Have a qualified person* train workers who perform 
work on scaffolds to recognize the hazards and use 
scaffolds safely.   

 Ensure only experienced and trained workers are     
involved in erecting, moving, dismantling, or altering 
scaffolds under the supervision of a competent        
person†. The competent person must also train the 
workers engaged in these activities.  

 Have a competent person inspect the scaffold and 
scaffold components for visible defects before each 
work shift and after any occurrence that could affect its 
structural integrity.  

 Provide a safe way to access scaffold platforms, such as 
a ladder, stair tower, etc. that are more than 2 feet 
above or below a point of access. 

 Ensure scaffolds and their components support at least 
4 times the maximum intended load. They must not be 
loaded in excess of their maximum intended loads or 
rated capacities, whichever is less. 

 Ensure each scaffold platform and walkway is at least 
18 inches (46 centimeters) wide.  

 

 

 Use proper fall protection. If the working deck on the 
scaffold is 10 feet or higher, employers must have 
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