FALLS FROM SCAFFOLDS -

RISKS AND PREVENTION

The Problem for Constructon Workers -

Falls are the leading cause of injuries and fatalites in the
constructon industry, accountng for one-third of all
on-the-job deaths.* Falls from scafolds are the third
leading cause of constructon falls.?

Scafolds or staging are devices used to provide an
elevated working surface. Between 2011 and 2016, falls
from scafolds resulted in 298 constructon worker deaths
and 7,450 injuries.3 Falls from scafolds occur when the
scafold collapses due to instability and/or overloading, a
worker is struck by falling tools, work materials, or debris, a
worker is electrocuted due to the proximity of the scafold
to overhead power lines, and/or there is a lack of fall
protecton.*

Injuries and Fatalites are Preventable

The Occupatonal Safety and Health Administraton (OSHA)
has a number of standards related to scafold use. The
requirements for specifc types of scafolds can be found at
A Guide to Scafold Use in the Constructon Industry. For all
scafolds, however, employers are required to>:

e Have a qualifed person* train workers who perform
work on scafolds to recognize the hazards and use
scafolds safely.

o Ensure only experienced and trained workers are
involved in erectng, moving, dismantling, or altering
scafolds under the supervision of a competent
personT. The competent person must also train the
workers engaged in these actvites.

e Have a competent person inspect the scafold and
scafold components for visible defects before each
work shif and afer any occurrence that could afect its
structural integrity.

e Provide a safe way to access scafold platorms, such as
a ladder, stair tower, etc. that are more than 2 feet
above or below a point of access.

e Ensure scafolds and their components support at least
4 tmes the maximum intended load. They must not be
loaded in excess of their maximum intended loads or
rated capacites, whichever is less.

e Ensure each scafold platorm and walkway is at least
18 inches (46 centmeters) wide.



https://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3150.pdf
/sites/default/files/publications/HazAlert-Scaffolds.pdf
/sites/default/files/publications/spanish/Scaffolds_Spanish%20FINAL.pdf
/sites/default/files/publications/42-Preventing-Falls-from-Scaffolding-�鶹��Ƶ_0.pdf
/sites/default/files/publications/spanish/42-prevenci%C3%B3n-de-ca%C3%ADdas-desde-andamios.pdf
http://stopconstructionfalls.com/prevent-falls-training-other-resources/scaffolds/
http://www.stopconstructionfalls.com
http://stopconstructionfalls.com/fatality-map/
/research/mast-climbers
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022437504000180

Other Resources

e Scafolding — OSHA’s main website for scafolding.


https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/scaffolding/construction.html
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/etools/scaffolding/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/92-108/
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/92-108/
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2004-101/chklists/r1n74a~1.htm
https://www.osha.gov/dcsp/alliances/sia/sia.html#!5B
http://www.�鶹��Ƶ.com
https://www.osha.gov/oshstats/commonstats.html
https://www.osha.gov/oshstats/commonstats.html
/sites/default/files/publications/Quarter1-QDR-2017.pdf
/sites/default/files/publications/Quarter1-QDR-2017.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshcfoi1.htm
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/etools/scaffolding/index.html
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/etools/scaffolding/index.html
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3150.pdf

