
 AERIAL LIFTS  RISKS AND  
 PREVENTION 
The Problem for Construction Workers  
An aerial lift is a mechanical device that provides access 
to elevated work sites. The term aerial lift is used in the 
construction industry for multiple types of lifts,           
including boom lifts, bucket trucks, and cherry pickers.* 
Between 2011 and 2016, 1,450 construction workers 
were injured and 142 workers died while operating an 
aerial lift.1 
 
Working above ground in these mechanical devices can 
place workers at risk of falling from heights. Other hazards 
that may occur while working from an aerial lift include      
ejections, structural failure (collapses), crushing/trapping 
hazards, electrocutions, and tip overs. These hazards 
may result in serious injuries and even death.2  
 
One example of such an incident occurred on a multi-
unit residential project. Two workers were moving a 
boom lift closer to the work location when the ground 
gave way beneath the lift, causing it to tilt and fall over. 
The boom hit the ground, ejecting the workers 60 
feet. One of the workers was killed and the other 
suffered a broken leg, arm, and pelvis.3       
 

Injuries and Fatalities are Preventable 
There are a number of standards related to aerial lift use, 
but in general, the Occupational Safety and Health          
Administration (OSHA) requires employers to4:  
 
 Ensure every lift operator is trained by a competent

†
 

and qualified
‡
 person experienced with the model that 
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